
PLAN ADOPTED BY THE NENANA 
PEACEMAKING CIRCLE (Program) AND 

THE ALASKA COURT SYSTEM (Court) 
FOR RESTORATIVE JUSTICE REFERRALS 

UNDER ALASKA CRIMINAL 
RULE ll(i) 

This PLAN is adopted by the Nenana Peacemaking Circle program and the Alaska Court System 
(the Parties) to set out procedures for referring matters relating to criminal charges involving Nenana 
area residents and/or matters arising the Nenana area to the Nenana Peacemaking Circle for the 
purpose of using the peacemaking circle to help develop restorative justice sentencing 
recommendations under Criminal Rule 1 l(i). 

PARTIES: This PLAN is made and entered into by the Program and the Court on behalf of the 
Fairbanks and Nenana Trial Courts, 

PURPOSE: The purpose of this PLAN is to establish an orderly process by 'vhich the Nenana 
Peacemaking Circle can utilize culturally appropriate restorative justice approaches to develop 
sentencing recommendations. Outcomes in these cases can improve when the delivery of justice 
involves collaborative and community-based efforts. The Court's efforts to impose meaningful and 
relevant consequences for defendants, the community, and the victim is generally aided by 
recommendations that reflect the community's assessment of the impacts of the criminal behavior 
and integrate local \Visdom and cultural nonns. 

BOTH PARTIES AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES: 

1. The Program will monitor the Court calendar 
(https;//public.courts.alaska.gov/web/scheduled/docs/crchgfiled.pdO for cases involving 
Nenana area residents or arising in the Nenana area. The Program may submit a request for a 
copy of the relevant case documents from the case file, such as complaints and indictments, 
\Vhich the Court shall provide to the Program within 10 days upon receipt of the request 
(CR-805). The Court \Viii not charge the Program for these documents. 

2. Within 10 days of the receipt ofthese documents, the Program shall notify the Court whether 
it wishes to be involved in the case (CR-810). 

3. If the Program notifies the Court that it \Vishes to be involved in the case, the Court shall 
notify the parties of this request. If the defendant subsequently is convicted of the crime, the 
Court shall, \Vi thin 10 days of the conviction, notify the Program of the date that the 
defendant \Viii be sentenced and \Vhether the prosecution, defendant, and victim (if any) 
consent to a referral to the Program to help generate sentencing recommendations. If all 
parties consent, the Court shall also fonnally refer the case to the Program to conduct a 
peacemaking circle to develop sentencing recommendations. 

The notice and referral to the Program, if any, shall identify the charge of which the 
defendant was convicted, any mandatory sentencing requirements (such as the presumptive 
or minimum tenn that the defendant must serve in jail), and any agreement the defendant and 
the State may have made regarding the conviction. When a case has been referred to the 
Program under the PLAN, the Court shall set sentencing for a date at least 60 days after the 
date of conviction, unless the Program and the Court agree to a different time period. 
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After n cusc is referred lo 1ho Program, Ute Program shall tnlcc tha necessary slops lo 
conduct a pcaccrnoklng circle, Tltc Program shall promptly notify the Court If it needs 
the Court to change the. Court1s scnlencing: dote In order to provide f'or oddittonol llmc 
fat the pct1ccmaking clrc!c to occur. 

Th~ Progrom shall complclc lho proceeding no later than 15 days prior Co lhc Court 
scntcnolng dote, Tho Program \Viii inform the Court, lhc prosccutlon1 dofcndnnt, 
defendant's attorney (If nny) and victim (if nny) of the date of the pcaci?making clrcfo at 
loru;l 10 days prior{CB-R2ffi, 

Through these collaborative and communfty·based cfforls, the peacemaking cimlo shell 
ldcnllfY proposed sentencing rccommcnda!Tons, \Vldch may include culturally relevant 
ocllvli!cs, drug ond alcohol assessments nnd trc:stment, restitution (such as money or 
.wn1icas for tfte vfctim), orotltcrremcdics, 

At lhc end oftJ1e po11cem11k!ng clrcfo, the Program sl111ll prepare n lVritton report slnting 
ils sentencing rccommendo.l'ions nhd lhc timD period for comphHicn of each component. 
This report shnlf be provided fo 1I10 Court, the prosccutTon, dcfcndunt, dnfcnd11nt1s 
attorney (If nny) nnd viclfm (if t1ny) at !enst 10 days before U1e Sta!e Court sentencing 
(CR-825). 

The Court shell carefully consider the rccommondntlons oflhe peacemnklng circle The 
Parties understand, ho\VBVcr, rhnt lhc Court is not bound by I hose rccommcndnlions. 

The Parties ngrcc to meet fl'om time 10 tlmo to rcvic\V lhe implcmentntlon of this PLAN 
and lo n1nko any npproprlatc rovlsions to it. 

Nothing in th ts PLAN prevents the Progrnn1 from conducting pcncctnnking circles on its 
O\Vn after nolificallon of dcfcndnnt's eonvfclion, Moreover, the Program mny m11kc 
sentcnctng rccommcndclions to 1hc Court, even lfa fo1TI111f rcfcmd hnsnct bean m11dc. 
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