IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
ORDER NO. 443
Thirteen~Part Order Amending
the Alaska Rules Governing the
Administration of All Courts to
Provide for the Alaska Court of
Appeals.
IT IS ORDERED:
1. Paragraphs (b), (¢), (e) and (f) of Rule 3, Rules Governing
the Administration of All Courts, are amended to read:

(b) Each area court administrator, or the presiding judge in
those Jjudicial dist}icts not having an area court administrator, shall
maintain a current 1list of all matters under advisement in the
superior and district courts in his Judicial district. The clerk of
the appellate coﬁrts shall maintain a 1list of all mafters under
advisement in the supreme court and the court of appeals. Such lists
shall contain the followlng information:

(1) The name of the Jjustice, Jjudge or master having
such matter under advisement;

(2) The date upon whilch each matter was referred to
the Justice or Judgé for decision or, in the case of a master, for
preparation of report; ‘

(3) 'The nature of the decision or matter under
advisement;

(4) The title of the action; and

(5) The court's file number.

{e¢) In each judicial district such lists shall be circulated
on a weekly basls among the Jjudges and masters regularly assigned to
that judicial district, and a copy thereof sent to any other Jjudge or
master whose name appears thereon, and to the admlnistrative
director. The clerk of the appellate courts shall circulate the list
maintained for the supreme court on a weekly basls among the Jjustices
and to the administrative director, and the list for the court.of
appeals on a weekly basis among the Jjudges of that court and to the

administrative director.
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(e) Any Judge or master having a motion under advisement
more than 10 calendar days from the date submitted, or having a
decision following trlal of a case under advisement more than 30
calendar days from the date submitted, shall submit in writing to the-
presiding Judge of his judlecial district an explanation of the
circumstances Justifylng the delay and the date on or before which
such motion or case shall be decilded.

(f£) A Justice or Jjudge who disgualifies himself for cause
shall set forth the specific reasons for the disqualification in
writing. A superlor court Jjudge or a dilstrlet court judge shall send
his statement of reasons to the presiding Judge of his Judicial
district and a copy of the statement to the administrative director.
A court of appeals Judge shall send his statement of reasons to the
chief Jjudge of that court and to the clerk of that court. The chief
judge of the court of appeals or a presliding Judge of the superior
court shall send hils statement of reasons to the chief justice and a
copy of his statement to the adminilstrative director. A supreme court
Justice shall send his statement ¢to the other justices and to the
clerk of the appellate courts.

2. Existing paragraphs (a), (b), (c¢) and {(d)} of Rule 4, Rules
Governing the Administration of All Courts, are redesignated as
paragraphs (b), (e), (d) and (e), respectively, and new paragraph (a)
is added to read:

(a) Seal of the Court of Appeals. The seal of the court of

abpeals is a vignette of the offlcial flag of the state with the words
"Seal of the Court of Appeals of the State of Alaska" surrounding the
vignette.
3. The title of paragraph (ab and subsectlon (1) of paragraph
(a), Rule 9, Rules Governlng the Administration of All
Courts, are amended to read:

{a) In the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals:

(1) Fillng Fees:
(1) Upon filing a written notice of appeal or
cross—appeal (Appellate Rule

204(D)(1)) cenrerirnnnnrannesarenessa$50.00
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{11) Upon filing a petition for review or cross-
petition for review (Appellate Rule
BO03(@) ) seeemoonconvesrooncassanesess 50.00
(411) Upon filing original proceedings (Appellate
Rule J0U4).civeveocsresscescessssss 50,00
4, Subsection (2)(1i) of paragraph (a) of Rule 9, Rules
Governing the Administration of All Courts, is amended to read:
(1i) TFor copies of documents on flle with the
supreme court or the court of appeals,
whether or not certified:
First page or fraction thereof... 1.00
Each additional page or any
fraction thereof.sscevensosecsans 25
5. Paragraph (f) of Rule 12, Rules Goverhing the Administration
of All Courts, is amended by adding new subsection (9) to read:

(9) Petitilon for hearing; including successive
petitions to the court of appeals and the supreme
court in the clircumstances permitted by statute:
(1) If denied..eeiensseccensensssnssesd 750.00

(11) If granted.cecevecsssnesssserssces 1,000.00
6. Rule 17 of the Rules Governing the Adminlstration of All
Courts 1is amended to read:

RULE 17. SESSIONS AND OFFICES OF THE SUPREME COURT.

(a) Sessions of the Supreme Court. Sessions of the supreme

court shall be held at such locatlons and tlmes as may be designated
by the chief Jjustice, after consultation with the supreme court.

(by Offices. The principal office of the supreme court
shall be at Anchorage, Alaska. The chief Jjustice or an assoclate
justice may malntain his offlice at a place other than the principal
office as designated by order of the court or of the chief justice.

(e) Vhen Clerk’'s Office Is Open, The clerk's office with

the clerk or a deputy in attendance shall be open during business
hours from 8:00 a.m, until 4:30 p.m. on all days except Jjudicial

holidays and Saturdays.
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7. The Rules Governing the Administration of All Courts are
amended by adding new Rule 17.5 to read:

RULE 17.5 SESSIONS AND OFFICES 6F THE COURT OF APPEALS.

(a) Sessions of the Court of Appeals. Sessions of the court

of appeals shall be held at such times as may be designated by the
chief judge, after consultation with the court of appeals, and at
locations designated by the chief Jjudge after consultation with the
court of appeals and the chief Jjustice.

{b) Office. The offlce of the court of appeals shall be at
Anchorage, Alaska.

(ec) When Clerk's Office Is Open. The clerk's office with

the clerk or a deputy in attendance shall be open during business
hours from 8:00 a.m., until 4:30 p.m. on all days except Jjudicial
holidays and Saturdays.

8. Paragraph (b) of Rule 21, Rules Governing the Administration
‘of All Courts, is amended to read:

(b} Judicial Robes. All justices of the supreme court, all

Judges of the court of appeals, all judges of the superior court, all
district court Jjudges, and all magistrates, while presiding in a
public session of court, shall wear a suitable black judicial robe.

9. Paragraph {(a) of Rule 23, Rules Governing the Administration
of All Courts, is amended to read:

(a) Appointment Pro Tempore. The chlef Justice may by

special assignment appoint a retired justice or a retired judge of the
court of appeals or the superior court to sit pro tempore as a senior
Justice or Judge in any court of this state,;and a retired Jjudge of
the district court to slt as a judge of the district court pro tempore
where such assignment 1s deemed necessary for the efficient
administration of justice,. .
10. Paragraphs (e}, (4), (g) and (f) of Rule 24, Rules Governing

the Administration of All Courts, are redesignated as paragraphs (4},
(e), (f) and (g), respectively, and new paragraph (c¢) is added to
read:

{c) Assignment of Appellate Judicial Officers. The

chief justice may assign a Justice of the supreme court or a judge of
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the court of appeals, wilth the consent of. the Jjustice or judge, to
serve pro tempore as a judge of the superlor court or a district court
in any Jjudicial district of the state under the same clrcumstances as
the administrative director may assign a Judge under paragraph (b) of
this rule.

11. Rule 25 of the Rules Governing the Administration of All

Courts is amended to read:

RULE 25; TRAVELING EXPENSES OF JUDICIAL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES.
Each supreme court Jjustice, court of appeals judge, superior

court judge, district court judge and magistrate, and each employee of
the Court System 1s entitled to recelve travel expenses and per diem
as provided by law for state employees; PROVIDED, that the travel has
been approved by the appropriate administrative supervisor of the
justice, Jjudge, maglstrate or employee.

12. Paragraphs (a), (c¢) and (d) of Rule 28, Rules Governing the
Administration of All Courts, are amended to read:

(a) Vacation Leave. FEach supreme court justice, court of

appeals Jjudge and superlor court Jjudge shall be entitled to an annual
vacation of not more. than 30 working days. It shall be taken at such
time or times as may be prescribed by the chief Justice of the supreme
court, the chief judge of the court of appeals, or the presiding judge
of the apprOpria§e judicial district. Vacatlion time not taken in any
calendar year may be accumulated. - However, no more than 15 working
days' vacation time may be accumulated in any one year, and no Jjudge
may carry over more than 30 working days' unused vacatlon time in the
aggregate. In addlition, each supreme court justice and superior court
judge shall be entitled to sick leave with respect to any period of
illness necessitating absence from his or her Judiclal dutles, which
sick leave shall not be charged against his or her vacation time.
Annual vacation leave accrues as -of January 1 of each year except for
the year during which a Justice or Jjudge 1s appointed or vetires.‘
During the year of appolntment, resignation, or retlrement, annual
vacation leave accrues at the rate of 2.5 days per month of service.
Annual vacation time accrued but not taken at the time of reslgnation

or retirement 1s forfelted.
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(¢) Discretion of Chief Justice, Chief Judge, or Presiding

Judge. In determining whether a Justice or Jjudge shall take a
vacation, and the length thereof, the chief Justice of the supreme
court, the chief judge of the court of appeals, or a presiding judge
exerclsing authority under this rule shall be mindful of the necessity
of retention of sufficlent Jjudiclal manpower 1in the court or courts
under hls or her supervision to permit at all times the prompt and
effective disposition of the business of such court or courts.
Requests for judicial vacations and Jjudicial leave of one week or more
must be submitted for approval at least four months 1in advance.

(d) Administrative Leave. The chief Jjustice of the supreme

court may asslgn one or more Justlces, Judges, or maglstrates to
attend conferences, seminars, or schools to further legal education or
professional qualifications. Such assignment shall be made in
consultation with the justice, Jjudge, or magistrate concerned and with
the chief judge of the court of appeals for judges of that court or
with the presiding Jjudge of the appropriate Jjudicial district for
superior or district court judges and magistrates. Travel expenses
and per diem may be provided. Administrative 1leave authorized for
‘such purpose shall not be counted as vacation leave. Nothing 1n this
rule shall prevent a Justice, judge, or magistrate not so assigned
from attending conferences, seminars, or schools for this purpose at
his or her own expense during hils or her annual vacation. In
addition, a justice, Jjudge or magistrate not so assigned during a
calendar year may recelve administrative leave during that year not to
exceed five working days to attend conferences, seminars or schools
when authorized by the administrative dilrector. The administrative
director may authorize such administrative leave 1in excess of five
wbrking days upon a delegation of authority from the chief justice.
Administrative leave may not be acecrued.
13. The Rules Governing the Administration of All Courts are

amended by adding new Rule 39.5 to read:
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RULE 39.5. STANDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES.

{a) The supreme court shall appoint standing advisory
commitees on rules to assist the supreme court in executing its rule
making power under Article Iv, Seétion 15 of the Alaska
Constitution. The committees shall carry on a continuous study of the
operation and effect of the general rules of practice and procedure
now or hereafter in use as prescribed by the supreme court for the
courts of the state. Such changes in and additions to those rules as
the committees may deem desirable to promote simplileity in procedure,
fairness in administration, fthe Jjust determination of litigation, and
the elimination of unjustifiable expense and delay shall be
recommended by the committees from time to time to the supreme court
for 1ts consideration. The supreme court shall appoint such members
of the Jjudieclary, Alaska Bar Assoclation and other qualified persons
to the committees as 1t deems advisable, The members of the
committees shall serve without compensation. However, the members
wlll be reimbursed for per diem and travel expenses incident to their
duties as members of the committees.

{b) Any person may propose to the supreme court rules or
changes in the rules governing practice and procedure in civil and
eriminal cases and governing administration of all courts. Such
proposals must be in writing and include a statement of the reasons
for the proposed rules or changes. All proposals shall be submitted

to the administrative director of courts at Anchorage.
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