
1 IN THE TRIAL COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 

2 FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

3 

In the Matter of: ) 
4 ) 

COURT CLOSURE DAYS ) 
5 

) 

6 
) 

First Judicial District. ) 

7 

8 PRESIDING JUDGE ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 15-02 

9 The Alaska Supreme Court has mandated that, in addition to weekends an 

1 0 normal State holidays, State courts in Alaska will be closed, and court staff wi ll be on mandator 

11 leave without pay, on November 27, 20 15 and December 24, 2015 due to the State's financia 

1 2 
circumstances. The Alaska Supreme Court has also tentatively scheduled such court closures fo 

13 
March 25, 201 6, April 29, 201 6, and May 27,2016. This Administrative Order addresses th 

14 
conducting of court business during court closure days, those referenced above and any othe 

15 

subsequently scheduled, and how such days will be treated for time calculation purposes. 
16 

State court judicial officers and staff in the First Judicial District shall presum 
17 

18 
that there will be court closure days on March 25, 201 6, April 26, 20 16, and May 27, 20 16, an 

19 shall not schedule any hearings or other proceedings for those days. Counsel and parties wit 

20 cases pending in the First Judicial District should presume likewise. The undersigned will issu 

2 1 a notification if it is ultimately determined that State courts will be open on one or more of thos 

22 days. 

23 Court closure days will be considered to be "legal holidays" or a weekend day fo 

24 purposes of arraignments. A judicial officer will be available to preside over in-custod 

25 
arraignments during court closure days. The policy in the First Judicial District continues to b 
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25 

that, absent compelling circumstances warranting an extension to 48 hours as allowed by Alask 

Criminal Rule 5(a)( 1 ), in-custody defendants will be arraigned within 24 hours of being arrested. 

Court closure days will be considered to be "judicial holidays" with respect t 

fi ling for purposes of Alaska Civil Rule 5. 1 (a)(3) and Presiding Judge Administrative Order 12 

01 and Presiding Judge Administrative Order 12-02. Pleadings and other documents file 

electronically (by electronic mail or fax) during a court closure day will be considered to hav 

been fi led on the next day the court is open for regular business. A court closure day will not b 

considered the next regular business day for purposes of electronic filings received after 4:3 

p.m. on the preceding business day. 

Court closure days will be considered to be " legal holidays" for all tim 

computation purposes, including for purposes of Alaska Civil Rule 6(a) and Alaska Crimina 

Rule 40(a). 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

Distribution: First District Clerk of Courts to distribute to all law enforcement, correctional 
District Attorney, Public Defender agencies, and attorneys in their communities or which serv 
their communities; First District Judges; First District Magistrate Judges; Chief Justice Stowers· 
Christine Johnson; and, Neil Nesheim, ACA. 
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